
 

Grade 6 LESSON 6 “The Boy Who Saved Baseball“ by John H. Ritter,  pp. 166-179 

STANDARD 
RL.6.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
 

QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 

Which lines provide the best 
evidence that X? 

Which lines provide the best evidence 
that Tom is conflicted? 

Tom knows right from wrong and is experiencing physical 
symptoms (gut clenching, heart racing) that parallel his mental 
discomfort with Mr. Jones’ ultimatum. 
 

-p. 176 “What are you going to say to him after we ruin his 
plans?  Tom’s gut clenched.” 
-p. 176 Tom,” said Cruz. “What do you think?” 
Boom went his heartbeat. 

 
- p. 176 “What did he expect Tom to do? Tell Cruz and everyone 
to throw the game?”  
Tom can’t believe what he is being asked to do because it is 
unethical.  
 
-p. 176 Tom thought about causing his team to lose. “But he 
hated these thoughts.” He hated these thoughts because he 
knows that it would be wrong to lose on purpose. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



STANDARD 
RL.6. 1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
RL.6. 1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 

Based on lines # through #, 
what can readers conclude 
about X? 
 
How do lines # through # 
help to develop a central idea 
of “X”? 

Based on lines 34 through 42 on page 
178, what can readers conclude about 
Tom and the big game?  
 
How do lines 1 through 12 on p. 168 help 
to develop a central idea of “The Boy 
Who Saved Baseball”? 
 

- Tom is going to ignore Alabaster’s threat and play to win. He 
will not act out of fear but rather will do what he thinks is right, 
play well and hopefully win.  
 
- Lines 1-12 on page 168 provide an introduction to the story.  It 
describes the central theme by telling the reader that a group of 
little league ballplayers, the Dillontown Wildcats, have an 
opportunity to beat their cross-town rivals and save their town. 

STANDARD 
RL.6.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
RL. 6.3 Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the 
plot moves toward a resolution. 

QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 

Which lines provide the best 
evidence that X? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How does X affect 
[character]’s Y?  
 
 

Which lines on page 174 provide the best 
evidence that the outcome of the 
baseball game is more important than 
Tom originally thought?  
 
 
 
 
How does talking to Alabaster Jones 
affect Tom’s feelings about winning the 
game? 
 

- Lines 18-22 on page 174 provide the best evidence.  Tom was 
not aware that people’s lives were going to be affected by this 
outcome of the game. 

“I have associates in this town who promised me that they will 
personally shut down Scrub Oak Community School, fire the 
staff, and make all you kids hike down and back each day to that 
Lake View Mesa school if things don’t go as planned.” 
 
- Everything Tom has done for the Wildcats is to make them a 
winning team.  He talked the ex-major league baseball player 
into coaching and even created a batting simulator.  After Mr. 
Alabaster confronts him, Tom questions whether winning the 
baseball game is the right thing to do. 

 


